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HELPING MEN LIVE LIVES OF INTEGRITY AND HONOR   

 
In Acts 2:17-18 we read, “In the last days, God 
says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, your old men will 
dream dreams.   Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy.” 
 
I encourage you to listen to my wide-awake 
dream carefully as you will see Scriptural truth 
embedded in its content.  The message it 
conveys speaks about our true home, our 
temporary outpost, and our primary mission. 
 
The Wide-Awake Dream 
 
The last rays of sunshine began to disappear 
over the horizon.  I was in a reflective mood 
brought on by the disappointment of the 
death of dream at the hands of fearful and 
unimaginative leaders—leaders who were 
unwilling to take a risk to see God move in 
mighty ways.  As I struggled with the 
discouragement and the despair of a lost 
opportunity to make a difference in the world 
my mind wandered to another place. 
 
I found myself standing in a long line in a 
great hall leading to a destination out of my 
field of vision.  I sensed this journey was a 
temporary situation--a necessary step before 
moving on to something else.  Many others 

were in front of me and others began to fall in 
behind me.  There were others with us but 
very different from us.  They were encased in 
brilliant light but distinguishable from each 
other.  They had separate identities.  Their 
demeanor and actions indicated they were 
there to serve us.  They rarely spoke as we 
moved along and were more companions on 
the journey ahead.  Yet, they showed a keen 
interest in us, they listened intently to our 
conversation with an attitude of respect. 
 
My curiosity was killing me.  I asked the 
person ahead of me what the line was for.  He 
said “We are in line to receive our 
assignment.”  “What assignment,” I said.  The 
person responded by saying, “Don’t you recall 
what the ancient Scriptures say?  We are a 
new creation, not a better version of our 
previous selves.  The old self is gone replaced 
by a new self—a gift from God through Jesus, 
His Son.  Because He ended the conflict 
between us and Him and put us back on 
friendly terms with Him—He calls this 
‘reconciliation’—we now have been given a 
message of reconciliation to others within our 
sphere of influence.  In fact, we are now 
Christ’s ambassadors, His spokespersons 
through which He makes His appeal (2 
Corinthians 5:16-20).  Isn’t that amazing?” 
 
“Ambassadors” I said.  “What does that 
mean?”  As the line slowly moved towards a 

destination I still could not see yet, my new 
friend began to explain to me the significance 
of being an ambassador for Christ.  He said, 
“At the moment of your conversion, you were 
transferred from your citizenship in this world 
to a new citizenship in heaven.  You are no 
longer of this world.  You are a representative, 
a citizen, of the kingdom of God in this world 
until he calls us to our future home 
(Philippians 3:20-21).” 
 
“My home is not on earth?  My true home is 
the kingdom of God?  I don’t understand.”  My 
new friend motioned to one of the brilliant 
beings close to us.  He came to us quickly.  My 
friend asked him to explain our future home.  
In a gentle but authoritative voice he began to 
unravel the mystery. 
 
“Heaven,” he said, “is your future home but 
not your final home.  Heaven is a place where 
you will wait the time of Christ’s return to the 
earth, your bodily resurrection, the final 
judgment, and the creation of the new 
heavens and new earth.  The center of the 
new heavens and new earth is a city like no 
other called New Jerusalem—the place you 
will ultimately live together with God 
(Revelation 21 and 22).  The New Jerusalem is 
the equivalent of 1400 miles…in length, 
width, and height.  The ground level of the 
city will be nearly two million square miles—
forty times bigger than England and fifteen 
thousand times bigger than London; 10 times 
as big as France or Germany and far larger 
than India—and that’s just the ground level.  
This will be the future Kingdom of God.  You 
will rule with Christ in this future kingdom.  

QUOTE 
The world wants us to determine our 
destination before we engage the 
journey.  In God’s economy, He wants 
us to engage the journey and leave the 
destination(s) to Him.  If we do so He 
will take us to mountain tops we have 
never climbed, the valleys we have 
never accessed, and to vistas we have 
never seen.  Life is full of destinations 
along life’s journey.  GW Bourgond 
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Your reward will be service in His Kingdom. 
What you have done on earth will determine 
what you will ultimately do on the New Earth 
and in New Jerusalem.  All will be revealed at 
the Judgment Seat of Christ where believers 
will give an account of what they have done 
with what God has given them (1 Corinthians 
3:10-15). That judgment will determine where 
you will serve in God’s future kingdom and 
what authority you will possess in that 
kingdom.”   
 
What a sobering thought--we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive what is due him for the things 
done while in the body, whether good or bad (2 
Corinthians 5:10).  Each of us will give an 
account of himself to God (Romans 14:12).  
 
He then said, “Although there is a future 
dimension of the kingdom of God there is also 
a present kingdom of God to which you must 
return to fulfill your assignment until the 
ordained number of days for you is 
complete.” 
 
“My assignment--what assignment?”  By this 
time I realized he was an angel of God, a 
messenger sent to serve us.  He continued, 
“Until you are called back to your eternal 
home you have a mission to complete.  You 
are ambassadors of a kingdom far away.  That 
kingdom has been called the kingdom of God 
and is mentioned 66 times in what you have 
come to know as the New Testament.  It has 
also been referred to as the kingdom of 
heaven mentioned 32 times in the book of 
Matthew alone.  You are no longer of this 
world even though you temporarily live in it 
but of another world.  This ‘other world’ is 
very different from ‘this world.’  In fact, ‘this 
world,’ your temporary earthly existence, is 
under the dominion of an evil king.  His name 
is Satan—the great opposer and adversary of 
our King Jesus Christ.  He is the prince of this 
earthly world, "the tempter" (1 Thess 3:5); 
"Beelzebub" (Matt 12:24); "the wicked one" 
(Matt 13:19,38); "the ruler of this world" (John 
12:31); "the god of this age" (2 Cor 4:4); 
"Belial" (2 Cor 6:15); "the prince of the power 
of the air" (Eph 2:2); and "the accuser of our 
brethren" (Rev 12:10).  Satan's influence in 
worldly affairs is also clearly revealed (John 
12:31). His various titles reflect his control of 
the world system: "the ruler of this world" 
(John 12:31), "the god of this age" (2 Cor 4:4), 
and "the prince of the power of the air" (Eph 
2:2). The Bible declares, "The whole world lies 
under the sway of the wicked one" (1 John 
5:19).” 
 
The angel went on to say, “But you are no 
longer of this world but instead, you have 
been adopted into the family of God.  You are 
indeed new citizens of His kingdom.  His 

kingdom operates under a different set of 
principles and values.  At the moment of your 
conversion you were given a new heart and a 
new spirit was put in you, God’s Spirit.  His 
Spirit will move you to follow His decrees not 
out of obligation but out of obedient love.  
You will be His people and He will be your God 
while you live there for awhile (Ezekiel 36:26-
29).” 
 
“His character, His values, was implanted in 
the core of your being called the ‘heart’ and is 
called the ‘fruit of the Spirit.’  You received it 
as a seed requiring intentional and careful 
nurture if it is to produce abundantly in your 
life.  You are marked by this fruit—love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To 
the degree this fruit is visible in your life 
speaks to the truth you are a citizen of God’s 
kingdom.”  He moved back to his position to 
the right of the line still moving to a 
destination just ahead. 
My mind was full of the imagery of the angel’s 
comments.  It was spinning with the 
ramifications of his statements.  As I tried to 
get my mind around the significance of his 
remarks I became very aware of the fact that I 
was under new leadership, new 
management, I had a new identity, and my 
temporary home was a new colony.   
 
My king and new commander is Jesus who 
appeared to all men teaching us to say "No" to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope-the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 
us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 
purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good (Titus 2:11-14). 
 
My new citizenship is the kingdom of God, a 
future hope whole at the same time a present 
reality.  This changes everything.  I am an 
alien and stranger in this temporary earthly 
place.  While on earth I am to abstain from 
sinful desires which war against my soul.  I am 
to live in such a way among the fallen that 
though they may accuse me of many things 
they will see my good deeds and glorify my 
King whom I serve (1 Peter 2:11-12). 
 
My mind quickly went to comments I had read 
some time ago but wasn’t clear until now.  I 
remember reading once where a follower of 
Christ by the name of Alister McGrath, 
Christian historian and theologian, said “that 
we should think of ourselves, our churches, 
and our families as “colonies of heaven, as 
outposts of the real eternal city, who seek to 
keep its laws in the midst of alien territory.”  In 
my mind I also remembered similar remarks 
from a favorite writer of mine, C.S. Lewis, 

famed author of Mere Christianity and 
Chronicles of Narnia.  In thinking about the 
Christian life, Lewis sees the world “as enemy 
territory, territory occupied by invading forces. 
 
Building on this theme, McGrath adds that “In 
the midst of this territory, as resistance groups 
are the communities of faith.”  He goes on to 
say that “we must never be afraid to be 
different from the world around us.  It is very 
easy for Christians to be depressed by the fact 
that the world scorns our values and standards.  
But the image,” he says, “of the colony sets this 
in its proper perspective.  At Philippi the 
civilizing laws of Rome contrasted with the 
anarchy (a state of lawlessness or political 
disorder) of its hinterland (regions outside of 
Rome).   
 
And so,” he continues, “our moral vision—
grounded in Scripture, sustained by faith, given 
intellectual spine by Christian doctrine—stands 
as a civilizing influence in the midst of a world 
that seems to have lost its moral way.”   
 
OK – I am not of this world, my citizenship is 
in the kingdom of God.  What makes this 
kingdom distinct from all other kingdoms? 
 
As we continued to move along in the line 
leading to somewhere I was intrigued by the 
fact that I was no longer of this world.  I 
wondered what my relationship was to this 
world in which I wandered.  How was I to carry 
myself in this world?  How was I to understand 
my relationship to and with this world?  
Realizing that I belonged to the kingdom of 
God, how was I to engage this world while I 
waited to be called home to my new home?  
My friend in line ahead of me must have been 
reading my mind.  He said that I should not 
“conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
my mind. Then I will be able to test and approve 
what God's will is-His good, pleasing and 
perfect will (Romans 12:2).” 
He said I should “not love the world or 
anything in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 
everything in the world-the cravings of sinful 
man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 
what he has and does-comes not from the 
Father but from the world. The world and its 
desires pass away, but the man who does the 
will of God lives forever (1 John 2:15-17).” 
 
Then he said, “Don't you know that friendship 
with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone 
who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God (James 4:4).” 
 
Alright—I am an alien and stranger, I am to 
live my life in such a way that it boldly 
proclaims the kingdom to which I now belong, 
that I am to no longer live my life in 
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accordance with the dictates of this world, 
that I am to be careful not to embrace this 
world, and that friendship with this world is 
hatred to God. 
 
OK, I get it.  So, what defines the kingdom of 
God?   
 
My friend said, “Our declaration of 
independence is our acknowledgement that 
we stand in bold relief against the backdrop of 
our culture prepared to give a dense for the 
hope that it in us—that we are separate from 
this world and the culture in which we exist.  
The only other option is to give in to our 
culture, becoming a willing partner in it, and 
not be distinguished apart from it. 
Dependence on God produces independence 
from the world.  Independence from the 
world is only possible when we become 
dependent upon the King.  Dependence on 
the world results in independence from God.   
 
The constitution of the kingdom of God is the 
10 commandments—its amendments are the 
Beatitudes; its vision is the Sermon on the 
Mount.  Our new identity is our Bill of Rights 
and finds its focus in who we are in Christ.” 
 
I have been bought with a price and I belong 
to God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  I have been 
chosen by God and adopted as His child 
(Ephesians 1:3-8).  I have been redeemed and 
forgiven of all my sins (Colossians 1:13-14).  I 
have direct access to the throne of grace 
through Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:14-16).  I am 
free from condemnation (Romans 8:1-2).  I 
have been established, anointed and sealed 
by God (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).  I am a citizen 
of heaven (Philippians 3:20).  I am born of God 
and the evil one cannot touch me (1 John 
5:18).  I am a branch of Jesus Christ, the true 
vine, and a channel of His life (John 15:5).  I 
have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit 
(John 15:16).  I am God's temple (1 Corinthians 
3:16).  I am a minister of reconciliation for God 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-21).  I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengthens me 
(Philippians 4:13). 
 
I could now see what was ahead of me.  It was 
a magnificent throne.  As I approached the 
throne, my friend felt it necessary to whisper 
one more important truth to me.  He said “the 
evidence of our allegiance to the kingdom of 
God is demonstrated by the outworking of 
the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  The marks 
that give testimony to the fact that we belong 
to the kingdom of God is the degree to which 
the fruit of the Spirit is real in our lives.” 
 
It all made sense to me.  Nobody cares what I 
have to say or what I proclaim to believe until 
they observe how I live.  If I live a life of 
integrity and authenticity, they will, 

eventually, listen to what I have to say.  My 
life must give evidence of the fruit of God’s 
Spirit--the character of God and the values of 
His kingdom.   
 
It begs the question—does my life bear 
testimony of the fact that I belong to the 
kingdom of God?  Does my behavior 
represent the values of the kingdom of God?   
 
As I contemplated these questions I realized 
that the kingdom of God stood in opposition 
to the world.  I recognized that my behavior 
should reflect the character of my King.  I am 
indeed an ambassador of His kingdom.   
 
More specifically, is God’s character, His 
values observable in my life?   
 
• To what degree am I defined by love, joy 

and peace—a direct reflection of the 
quality of my relationship with God?   

• As I interact with others, am I seen as 
patient, kind, and good—a direct 
reflection of my relationship with those 
who are within my sphere of influence?   

• Does my life give ample evidence of 
gentleness, faithfulness, and self-
control—a direct reflection of my 
internal discipline, diligence, and 
devotion? 

 
Do people see Jesus in me? 
 
As I was lost in my thoughts I was startled by a 
loud voice calling my name.  Two beings in 
brilliant light stood by me, one on each side.  
They gently urged me forward into the 
presence of majesty and beauty.  I knew 
instantly I was standing before my Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  I was speechless and 
dropped to my knees immediately afraid to 
look into His eyes.  I felt a gentle touch on my 
shoulders as I heard Him say, “Greg, you are a 
man after my heart, stand to receive your 
assignment.” 
 
As I looked into His eyes, I felt the peace that 
passes all understanding flood my being.  I felt 
unconditionally loved and accepted in a way I 
had never felt before.  I felt the full extent of 
His forgiveness and mercy and grace.  My 
eyes filled with tears of joy. 
 
He said to me, “I ordained your existence for a 
unique purpose.  You are not a mistake, a 
coincidence, or the product of fate.  I have 
searched you and know you.  I have known 
when you sat and when you rose, I have 
perceived your thoughts from afar.  I have 
discerned your going out and your lying 
down; I am familiar with all your ways.  Before 
a word was on your tongue, I knew it 

completely.  I hemmed you in—behind and 
before; I laid my hand upon you.  You cannot 
escape my Spirit, you cannot flee from my 
presence.  If you go up to the heavens, I will 
be there; if you make your bed in the depths, I 
am there.  If you rise on the wings of the 
dawn, if you settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there my hand will guide you, my right 
hand will hold you fast.  Darkness will not hide 
you from me.  You see, I created your inmost 
being; I knit you together in your mother’s 
womb—you are fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  My works are wonderful, you know 
that full well.  Your name was not hidden from 
me when you were made in the secret place, 
when you were woven together in the depths 
of the earth.  My eyes saw your unformed 
body.  All the days ordained for you were 
written in my book before one of them came 
to be.” 
 
“As a result,” he continued, “You are no 
longer a foreigner and alien, but a fellow 
citizen with my people and members of my 
household, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with myself as the 
chief cornerstone. In me the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord.  And in me you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by his Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-
22).” 
 
“I desire that you stand out from the world 
around you as an ambassador for me.  I 
commission you as my messenger of 
reconciliation with my message of 
reconciliation.  You are my ambassador and I 
will make my appeal through you in the place 
I send you.  For it is by grace you have been 
saved through faith—and this not from 
yourself, it is a gift from the Father—not by 
works, so that no one can boast.  For you are 
God’s workmanship, created in me to do good 
works, which the Father prepared in advance 
for you to do.” 
 
“And when your journey in the earthly world is 
done and I call you home, may you be able to 
say as my servant Paul once said, ‘For I am 
already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time has come for my departure.  I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in 
store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day — and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.” 
 
Suddenly, I was back where I started—on my 
deck but I was different—my journey clear, a 
minister of reconciliation in a foreign land; my 
allegiance fixed, firmly devoted to Christ; my 
values focused, the fruit of His Spirit; my 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6:19-20&version=49
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1:3-8&version=49
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1:13-14&version=49
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OTHER NEWS 

temporary outpost, this fallen world; and my 
new permanent home, the kingdom of God. 
 
To whose kingdom do you belong?  Whose 
allegiance do you seek?  To what extent 
does your behavior reflect God’s values and 
character?  To what degree are you fulfilling 
His assignment for you? 
 

FAST FACTS 
 

There are ~ 113,000,000 men in America over 
the age of 15. 
 
69,000,000 of these men make no profession of 
faith in Christ. 
 
90 million men are not involved in any kind of 
discipleship. Only 6 million men are involved in 
discipleship-only 1 out of every 18 men.  
 

As many as 70% of men have actively sought 
out pornography this year. 
 
93% of all people incarcerated are and 85% of 
them have no father figure. 
 
As many Christians will divorce as non-
Christians. 
 
www.WACMM.org 
 

RESOURCES 

 
Check out The Store on our website 
(www.heartofawarrior.org).  There are 
downloadable resources you can use to lead a 
group through Phases 1, II, or II, Foundations of 
a Warrior, and Bible Study Guidelines.  

 

OTHER NEWS 

 

Speaking 
Engagements 
 

May 18th - 20th - 
Men's Base-camp 
Weekend 
sponsored by 
Grace Fellowship 
at Trout Lake Camp in Pine River Minnesota.  Over 
200 men are expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations 
HOAW Ministries needs 
your financial support.  
Our ability to help men 
live God-honoring lives 
depends on the resources 
we can use to that end.  

Simply go to the donations 
tab on heartofawarrior.org.  Thank you for being 
a subscriber. 

I have a new book coming out the end of May 
2018.  The book contains principles and practices 
I have either personally applied across a number 
of venues including business, the military, and 
primarily ministry, or have witnessed their 
effective application in these settings.  The book 
is divided into three parts; the Head, the Heart, 
and the Hand. 

 

Head 
Prioritizing (Where and When to Engage) 
Margin (Providing Margin for Growth) 
Discerning (Making Good Decisions) 
Meditating (Filling Your Mind with God’s 
Mind) 
Perceiving (Grasping Reality and Adjusting 
Expectations Accordingly) 
Transitioning (Understanding Boundary 
Events That Move Us to the Next Thing) 
Finishing (How to Avoid Barriers and Finish 
Well) 
Reading (Absorbing What Matters) 
 
 

Heart 
Calling (Determining Your Destiny) 
Values (Identifying the Principles You Will 
Live By) 
Integrity (Living a Life of Congruity) 
Compass (Finding Direction for Your Life) 
Power (The Importance of Influence) 
Centering (Living a Centered versus Balanced 
Life) 
Focusing (Finding Your Unique Trajectory) 
Auditing (Assessing Your Spiritual Vitality) 
 
Hand 
Leading (How to Come to Terms with Being a 
Leader) 
Realizing (How to Draw Out Unrealized 
Potential) 
Recruiting (How to Identify Emerging 
Leaders) 
Interviewing (Asking the Right Questions) 
Profiling (How to Leverage Temperament and 
Leadership Style) 
Developing (How to Develop and Train 
Leaders) 
Mentoring (How to Mentor and Be Mentored) 
Planning (How to Develop a Strategic Plan) 
Reframing (How to Use Framing to Solve 
Problems) 
Projecting (How to Establish Goals to Reach 
Desired Objectives) 
Communicating (How to Communicate 
Effectively) 
Solving (How to Solve Problems Effectively 
and Efficiently) 
Resolving (How to Resolve Personal Conflicts) 
Motivating (How to Motivate People to Excel) 
Influencing (How to Focus on What You Can 
Influence) 
Mobilizing (How to Mobilize a Team to Meet 
Any Challenge) 

 

STAY TUNED 

 

http://www.heartofawarrior.org/
http://www.heartofawarrior.org/
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