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HELPING MEN LIVE LIVES OF INTEGRITY AND HONOR   

Barriers to Finishing Well 
 
My mentor, Dr. J. Robert Clinton, and his 
team, conducted extensive research on how 
God develops leaders.  What follows is some 
of the results of his research regarding 
finishing well. 
 
In 1989 in an article entitled, Listen Up 
Leaders! Forewarned is Forearmed! I 
summarized my research on Biblical leaders 
with the following opening comments. 
 
A repeated reading of the Bible with a focus 
on leadership reveals four crucial observations 
fraught with leadership implications: 
 
Observation 1.   
Few leaders finish well. 
 
Observation 2.   
Leadership is difficult. 
 
Observation 3.  
God's enabling presence is the essential 
ingredient of successful leadership. 
 
Observation 4.   
Spiritual leadership can make a difference. 
 

And what is true of Biblical leaders is equally 
true of historical and contemporary leaders. It 
is the first observation to which this article 
speaks. Identifying the fact that few leaders 
finish well was a breakthrough warning for 
me. This led to further study. Why do few 
leaders finish well? What stops them? What 
helps them? What does it mean to finish well? 
This article identifies six characteristics of 
those finishing well. 

Six Obstacles to Finishing Well 

Introduction to Research on Finishing Well 

Comparative study of effective leaders who 
finished well has identified six barriers that 
hindered leaders from finishing well.  It only 
takes one of them to torpedo a leader. But 
frequently a leader who fails in one area will 
also fail in others. What are these barriers? 
We can learn from those who didn't finish 
well. We can be alerted to these barriers. We 
can avoid them in our own lives.  Prov 22:3 
tells us that,  

Sensible people will see trouble coming and 
avoid it, but an unthinking person will walk 
right into it and regret it later. Proverbs 22:3 

Let me share with you six barriers to finishing 
well that I have identified.  We need to look 
ahead in our lives and not walk right into 

these barriers.  We need to avoid being 
entrapped by them. 

Barrier 1.  Finances—their Use and Abuse  

Leaders, particularly those who have power 
positions and make important decisions 
concerning finances, tend to use practices 
which may encourage incorrect handling of 
finances  and eventually wrong use.  A 
character trait of greed often is rooted deep 
and eventually will cause impropriety with 
regard to finances.  Numerous leaders have 
fallen due to some issue related to money. 

Biblical Examples:  O.T.: Gideon's golden 
ephod. N.T.: Ananias and Sapphira. 

Barrier 2.  Power—it’s Abuse  

Leaders who are effective in ministry must 
use various power bases in order to 
accomplish their ministry.  With power so 
available and being used almost daily, there is 
a tendency to abuse it.  Leaders who rise to 
the top in a hierarchical system tend to 
assume privileges with their perceived status.  
Frequently, these privileges include abuse of 
power.  And they usually have no counter 
balancing accountability. 

Biblical Example:  Uzziah's usurping of 
priestly privilege. 

Barrier 3.  Pride--which Leads to Downfall  

Pride (inappropriate and self-centered) can 
lead to a downfall of a leader.   As a leader 
there is a dynamic tension that must be 

 

 
Effective godly leadership flows 
from being, is a matter of the heart, 
is primarily character-centered and 
secondarily skill-centered. Skills are 
the tools of effective leadership; 
character is the power of effective 
leadership. Romans 5:9; 6:16; 2 
Corinthians 9:13; 10:5-6; 1 Peter 1:2; 14; 
2 John 6 
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maintained.  We must have a healthy respect 
for ourselves, and yet we must recognize that 
we have nothing that was not given us by God 
and He is the one who really enables ministry.   

Biblical Example:  David's numbering. 

Barrier 4.   Sex--illicit Relationships  

Illicit sexual relationships have been a major 
downfall both in the Bible and in western 
cultures.  Joseph's classic integrity check with 
respect to sexual sin is the ideal model that 
should be in leader’s minds. 

Biblical Example:   David's sin with Bathsheba 
was a pivotal point from which his leadership 
never fully recovered.  It was all downhill from 
there on. 

Barrier 5.  FAMILY--Critical Issues  

Problems between spouses or between 
parents and children or between siblings can 
destroy a leader's ministry.  What is needed 
are Biblical values lived out with regard to 
husband-wife relationships, parent-children, 
and sibling relationships.  Of growing 
importance in our day is the social base 
profiles for singles in ministry and for married 
couples. 

Biblical Example:  David's family.  Ammon 
and Tamar.  Absalom's revenge. 

Barrier 6. Plateauing 

Leaders who are competent tend to plateau.  
Their very strength becomes a weakness.  
They can continue to minister at a level 
without there being a reality or Spirit 
empowered renewing effect.  Most leaders 
will plateau several times in their lifetimes of 
development.  Some of the five enhancement 
factors for a good finish will counteract this 
tendency (perspective, learning posture, 
mentor, disciplines).  There again is a dynamic 
tension that must be maintained between 
leveling off for good reasons, (consolidating 
one's growth and/or reaching the level of 
potential for which God has made you) and 
plateauing because of sinfulness or loss of 
vision. 

Biblical Example:  David in the latter part of 
his reign just before Absalom's revolt. 

Forewarned is forearmed. There are many 
other reasons why leaders don’t finish well—
usually all related to sin in some form. But at 
least the six categories are major ones that 
have trapped many leaders and taken them 
out of the race. Leaders who want to finish 
well, Take heed! 

FOUNDATIONAL BELIEFS 
 

Foundational beliefs provide the stable 
platform of our existence.  They are absolute 
truths that establish our relationship with our 
Creator and His created world.  They are 
foundational in nature and give us confidence, 
hope, and orientation for our journey.  They 
establish the fact that we are connected to 
our creator and answer the fundamental 
questions of our existence, identity, purpose, 
and destiny.  They inform our journey.  They 
have to do with our beingness. 

Human beings have a need for forgiveness 
and redemption. 
Christ’s redemptive work is the basis for 
human salvation. 
Receiving Christ as Savior and Lord brings… 

• New birth (John 3:3-21). 
• A new heart (Gal 2:20). 
• A new relationship with God (Heb 

8:10-12). 
• A new power to live (1 John 3:1-2). 

The Christian has God’s nature and Spirit 
within. 
The Bible is the Christian’s ultimate authority 
for faith and practice (2 Tim 3:16-17; Heb 
4:12). 
Physical death is not the end of our existence. 
(Adapted from chapter 2 of Worldviews in 
Conflict by Ronald Nash, 1992) 
 

RESOURCES 

Check out The Store on our website 
(www.heartofawarrior.org).  There are 
downloadable resources you can use to lead a 
group through Phases I, II, or III, Foundations of 
a Warrior, and Bible Study Guidelines.  
 
Websites for Men 
 
Heart of a Warrior Ministries 
www.Heartofawarrior.org 
Church for Men 
http://churchformen.com/ 
Resolute 
https://beresolute.org/ 
Life Way Men 
https://blog.lifeway.com/leadingmen/ 
Men’s Fraternity 
http://www.mensfraternity.com/ 
Man in the Mirror 
http://maninthemirror.org/ 
Men with No Regrets 
http://www.menwithnoregrets.org/ 
National Collision of Men’s Ministries 
http://ncmm.org/ 
Every Man’s Battle 
https://newlife.com/emb/ 
Iron Sharpens Iron 
http://ironsharpensiron.net/ 

Ransomed Heart Ministries 
http://www.ransomedheart.com/ 
Band of Brothers 
www.bandofbrothers.org/ 
Man Up God’s Way 
http://www.manupgodsway.org/ 
Iron Works 
http://www.ironworksmen.com/ 
 

OTHER NEWS 

 

Father/Son 
Advance 
 
I had the 
privilege of 
speaking to 
Fathers and Sons 
at Camp Jim 
October 5-7.  I spoke on Strategic Fathering, 
The Values of Values, and Papa’s Blessings.  I 
also, gave them a project to design a family 
coat of arms.   
 
The Compass – Calibration of the 
Heart 
 
The Compass at Calvary Church – White Bear 
Campus beginning at 8:00 AM.  A group, led 
by me, will be launched October 13 & 20th 
and every other week thereafter until mid-
May 2019. Anyone in the area is welcome to 
come to the orientation and join our group.  
For more information please call 651-308-
1530. 
 
Upcoming Speaking Engagements 
 
October 9 Leading with Power 
Wausau, WI 
 
November 5 - Stalsberg Group 
North Oaks 

 

Donations 
HOAW Ministries needs 
your financial support.  
Our ability to help men 
live God-honoring lives 
depends on the resources 
we can use to that end.  

Simply go to the donations 
tab on heartofawarrior.org.  Thank you for being 
a subscriber. 
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